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IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY, 
WE CAN STILL THRIVE

I hope this message finds you and your family doing 
your best to enjoy some of the final moments of 
summer.  As I am sure you can imagine, these past 
several months following our school closure in 
March have been interesting to say the least.  As we 
will share throughout this informational document, 
things continue to be extremely fluid as we prepare 
to welcome our students back to the 2020-2021 
school year.  We encourage our families to remain 
engaged with our various district communication 
outlets, with the most recent updates always shared 
on our district website (www.lps53.org).

While the need exists to begin my welcome back 
message with a disclaimer that this situation is fluid, 
I do want to emphasize that regardless of how this 
upcoming school year plays out for our students, 
staff, families, and community, we are committed to 
exhausting all efforts to providing our nearly 13,000 
learners with a world-class educational experience. 
While there remains uncertainties for what lies ahead 
for us this fall and beyond, we know we will have 
learning opportunities in some form and that our 
students and staff will continue to show their resolve 
and determination to find a way to make it a success.

Intense planning for our reentry process began 
immediately upon receiving the news in early 
April that school would remain closed for the 
duration of the 2019-2020 school year. Our 

Board of Education, District Leadership Team, 
staff, parents, students, and community members 
have poured countless hours into plans that 
include various scenarios for a safe and healthy 
return to school. I cannot thank them enough for 
their determination to allow us with the various 
opportunities for our learners to THRIVE.

We know that countless challenges face us as we 
look ahead to the coming weeks and months. I want 
to assure you that we are committed to working with 
all of our families to allow learning environments 
that fit the needs of each of our individual learners.

The start of the school year is going to be unique, 
but because of your support, patience, and 
determination, we are going to excel and make it a 
school year like no other.

We are committed to keeping you informed of new 
and changing information as we take a very unique 
journey together in the midst of a pandemic. 
We must also always remain determined to 
be #InThisTogetherLPS. Stay safe and well!

Sincerely,

Dr. M. Jeremy Tucker
Superintendent
Liberty Public Schools

A NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
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OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER
When realizing the likelihood of an extended school closure, steps were quickly taken by LPS administration to 
form a Reentry Task Force.  The 50+ member team were tasked with developing plans that not only addressed 
work around the successful reentry into schools for the 2020-2021 school year, but also the short-term needs of 
the district.  Nine teams were formed to work around nine plans, including:

1. RE-ENTRY (Fall 2020)
Purpose: Evaluating options (virtual & face-to-
face) to accommodate the start of the ’20-’21 
school year in August.
2. SUMMER SCHOOL
Purpose: Evaluating options (virtual & face-to-
face) to accommodate summer school in June 
and July.
3. SUMMER ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/CAMPS
Purpose: Develop Plans for school related 
activities, camps and events in June, July and 
early August.
4. RETURN TO WORK
Purpose: Develop a plan that provides specific 
guidance to staff as it relates to preparing/training 
for and returning to work during the pandemic.
5. FACILITIES USE
Purpose: Setting guidance and protocols for 
using District campuses, facilities and buildings for 
staff, the community and those who rent space.
6. PROCUREMENT
Purpose: Develop and maintain a plan and 

budget regarding purchasing products, supplies 
and materials to assist with preparations & 
enhancements necessary to accommodate re-
entry in the summer and fall.
7. OPERATING PROCEDURES/BASELINE
Purpose: Develop and monitor a plan that 
provides specific direction consistent with City, 
County, State and Federal guidance as it relates 
to accommodating the return of staff, students 
and visitors during the pandemic.
8. GRADUATION
Purpose: Providing our Class of 2020 and families 
the opportunity for celebration of their academic 
careers in Liberty Public Schools in a safe and 
healthy environment.
9. 2019-2020 CLOSEOUT
Purpose: Gathering and distributing personal/
district items from all facilities that may have been 
left by students and staff prior to the extended 
school closure in March 2020 in a safe and 
healthy manner.

A COMMITMENT TO STAYING 
CONNECTED WITH YOU
Throughout this process, LPS has been committed to 
both engaging with families with regular updates and 
survey opportunities, and most recently offering focus 
groups in both face-to-face and virtual settings over the 
summer. In addition, all stakeholder groups are provided 
regular opportunities to gain additional information 
through our new engagement tool, Let’s Talk, and social 
media platforms.

Nearly

6,000
Over

14,000
Over

200

surveys completed by parents, 
students, and staff.

questions answered on Let’s 
Talk engagement portal.

views and dialogues on 
Facebook LIVE Return to Learn 
update held July 29, 2020

stakeholders, including parents 
and staff, participated in focus 
groups in June/July 2020.

Over

1,000
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OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU
TOP PRIORITIES

Providing safe and healthy learning environments for 
students and staff when it is deemed appropriate to 
physically return to school for those choosing this option.

Providing quality instruction for all learners, 
regardless of the method of delivery.

Offering our families with options on how you 
would like us to deliver instruction to your child 
(following guidance from health officials to do so).

Accommodating as many students in a face-to-face 
learning environment as possible in spaces that are 
safe and healthy.

For those learners that are under-resourced or under-
represented, providing equitable learning opportunities 
whether physically present in our schools or learning virtually.

Providing timely and accurate communication to families, 
and being transparent throughout the pandemic.

@LibertySchools

www.lps53.org

LPS has remained in close 
contact with various local 
health officials with the 
top priority keeping our 
students and staff safe and 
healthy.  These partners 
throughout have included 
the Clay County Public 
Health Center, the Kansas 
City, Missouri Health 
Department, Liberty 
Hospital, Children’s Mercy 
Hospital, and other metro 
and regional health 
organizations.

If a family would elect 
to change their original 
decision of the learning 
platform for their child(ren) 
from the Student Census 
conducted in July 2020, the 
deadline to do so has been 
extended to Monday, August 
31, 2020.  Families would 
simply need to contact their 
child’s home school to begin 
this process.

STAY 
CONNECTED 
WITH US

HEALTH PARTNERS 
ARE KEY TO SUCCESS

CHANGE IN 
LEARNING PLANS?
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SECONDARY FLEXIBLE LEARNING SCHEDULE (GRADES 6–12)

ELEMENTARY LEARNING SCHEDULE (PreK–5)

Face-to-Face Student Schedule

The First Day of Classes for All Students in LPS is Now Tuesday, September 8, 2020

Elementary students (PreK–5) choosing the face-to-face option will be provided face-to-face learning opportunities at their 

home school five days a week.  Class sizes will be kept below 22 students to adhere to social distancing recommendations.  

Elementary students choosing our Liberty Virtual School (100% online) option will be receiving detailed information soon 

that includes schedules, teacher assignments, etc.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

      Students in 
Group 1 (Last 
Names A-K) attend 
their school in-
person.

      Students in 
Group 2 (Last 
Names L-Z) learn 
from home using 
online curriculum 
and tools with 
limited teacher 
interaction.

All school 
schedules, start and 
end times remain 
the same

      Students in 
Group 1 (Last 
Names A-K) attend 
their school in-
person.

      Students in 
Group 2 (Last 
Names L-Z) learn 
from home using 
online curriculum 
and tools with 
limited teacher 
interaction.

All school 
schedules, start and 
end times remain 
the same

      Students in 
Group 2 (Last 
Names L-Z) attend 
their school in-
person.

      Students in 
Group 1 (Last 
Names A-K) learn 
from home using 
online curriculum 
and tools with 
limited teacher 
interaction.

All school 
schedules, start and 
end times remain 
the same

      Students in 
Group 2 (Last 
Names L-Z) attend 
their school in-
person.

      Students in 
Group 1 (Last 
Names A-K) learn 
from home using 
online curriculum 
and tools with 
limited teacher 
interaction.

All school 
schedules, start and 
end times remain 
the same

All students attend 
virtually (learning 
from home)

Teachers will lead 
online instruction 
and engage with 
all of their students 
virtually.

All secondary 
teachers will work a 
regular schedule.

• Secondary students choosing our Liberty Virtual School (100% online) option will be receiving detailed information soon 

that includes schedules, teacher assignments, etc.

• If a family has students with different last names, arrangements can be made for them to attend school on the same day.

• Students in grades 6-12 that attend ESC/BEST/TLC classes will attend 5 days per week

• The first day of classes (face-to-face or virtual) for EPiC Elementary will be Wednesday, September 2, 2020

SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
If guidance from local health officials eases up on restrictions due to lower exposure levels of COVID-19 
in our community, LPS would consider increasing the number of days that students attend classes at the 
conclusion of the first quarter (ending October 22, 2020).  Conversely, students may be shifted to a full-
time virtual setting at any time if advised to do so by local health officials.
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